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CURRICULUM GUIDE OVERVIEW

USES

MEDIA

OBJECTIVES

The curriculum is designed to be used with the DVD package which contains the award-winning 86 minute theatrical 
version, a 56 minute educational version of the film, and three dynamic short educational videos: Leadership Then & Now, 
Stories & Legacies, and Debating The Death Penalty.

This robust educational package includes the documentary film California State of Mind: The Legacy of Pat Brown, three 
short videos and the My California Now Curriculum. It offers media, lesson plans and resources for students in 4th and 8th 
grades, high school, college, and community groups. Topics covered span California and the United States in the 2nd half 
of the twentieth century, and focus on social studies, history, politics, civics and government, leadership and storytelling.

The film and curriculum package gives students not only an important opportunity to examine the past, but a role model in 
Governor Edmund ‘Pat’ Brown, whose bi-partisan can-do optimism can re-energize the next generation to build a better 
future for California and the United States. Students will increase their knowledge of California and the United States in 
the twentieth century and gain greater insight into the way government and politics work, and develop their own views on 
democracy and civic engagement. They will learn more about important content areas including civil rights and the 
environment, the death penalty, government, leadership and storytelling.

CURRICULUM MATERIALS
4 CURRICULUM UNITS
In-depth units cover state and national standards, and include multiple activities that help students learn more. 

• HISTORY & SOCIAL STUDIES UNIT 
• LEADERSHIP & CIVIC ENGAGEMENT UNIT
• STORIES & LEGACIES UNIT 
• 4TH GRADE UNIT

INDIVIDUAL LESSON PLANS 
Each unit contains individual lesson plans that can be adapted for discussion, research, writing, pair and group work, 
homework and presentations. Use one or several of the easy to use handouts.

INDEX
An easy to use index of all the materials and lesson plans with corresponding California and State standards.

CREDITS & ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

It is recommended that students have access to these materials to broaden their understanding and knowledge about the 
key people, concepts, terms and background of the film. Students may read about the film and review the concepts and 
Who's Who before or after watching the film. The Viewing Guide and Film Comprehension Questions can be used as a 
guide or quiz to assess students’ comprehension. The bibliography provides additional resources, and the standards help 
teachers identify ways to tie this curriculum into their courses.

KEY MATERIALS 
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KEY MATERIALS INDEX

PAGES KEY MATERIALS
1     Key Materials Overview
2 About the Film
3 86 Minute Theatrical Version Summary & DVD Chapter Lengths
4 56 Minute Educational Version Summary & DVD Chapter Lengths
5 About the Short Videos

6-7 Governor Pat Brown Bio
8 Pat Brown Timeline

9-12 Who's Who in the Film
13-15 Key Concepts & Terms
16-21 Viewing Questions
22-25 Viewing Questions Answer Key

26 86 Minute Version Comprehension Questions 
27-28 86 Minute Version Comprehension Answer Key

29 56 Minute Version Comprehension Questions
30-31 56 Minute Version Comprehension Answer Key
32-37 Bibliography & Suggested Resources

38 Primary Resources
STANDARDS

39-41 California Standards
42 National Standards 
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SOCIAL STUDIES & HISTORY INDEX

PAGES
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1
Social Studies 

& History 
Overview

2-3
Civil Rights & 
Liberties - Fair 
Housing, Watts 

Riots 

 8-12 + 
college 

 Class 
+ HW  x  x  x 

 11.8, 
11.11 
11.10 

11.11.6 
11.11.7 

 x  x  x  x  x  x  x  x  x 

4-5 Free Speech 
Movement

  8-12 + 
college 

 Class 
+ HW  x  x  x  12.2.1  x  x  x  x  x  x  x 

6

Focus on 
Occupy 

Movement - 
Free Speech 
Then & Now

  8-12 + 
college 

 Class 
+ HW  x  x  x  12.2.1  x  x  x  x  x  x  x 

7-8
United Farm 

Workers - 
Labor Unions

  8-12 + 
college 

 Class 
+ HW  x  x  x  11.8.2 

11.11.7  x  x  x  x  x  x  x  x 

9-10
Growth of a 
Superstate - 
Water & the 
Environment

  8-12 + 
college 

 Class 
+ HW  x  x  x  11.8.6  x  x  x  x  x  x  x  x 

11-13
Government & 

Ideology - 
Politics in the 

Media Age

  8-12 + 
college 

 Class 
+ HW  x  x  x  12.6.3 

12.8  x  x  x  x  x  x  x  x 

14-15 Debating the 
Death Penalty

  8-12 + 
college 

 Class 
+ HW  x  x  x  x  x  x  x  x 
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LEADERSHIP & CIVIC ENGAGEMENT INDEX

PAGES ACTIVITIES USES 
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1-2 Leadership & Civic 
Engagement Overview

3-4 Pre-Screening Discussion 
Instructions

  8-12 + 
college  Class   x  x  x 

5 Leadership in the Film  
Questions

  8-12 + 
college  Class   x  x  x 

6 Leadership Qualities in 
Short Video Activity

  8-12 + 
college  Class   x  x  x 

Civic Engagement

7 Civic Engagement 
Questions Activity

  8-12 + 
college  Class   x  x  12.2.4 

12.6.4  x  x 

8 Get Involved in 
Democracy Instructions

  8-12 + 
college  Class   x  x  12.2.4 

12.6.4  x  x 

9
Get Involved in 

Democracy Jeopardy 
Game

  8-12 + 
college  Class   x  x  12.2.4 

12.6.4  x  x 

10 Get Involved in 
Democracy Activity

  8-12 + 
college  Class  x  x  12.2.4 

12.6.4  x  x  x 

11-12 Civic Engagement 
Definitions Handout

  8-12 + 
college  Class   x  x  12.2.4 

12.6.4  x  x 

13 Solving Community 
Challenges Activity

  8-12 + 
college  Class   x  x  12.2.4 

12.6.4  x  x  x  x 

Vision & Optimism

14-15 Vision & Optimism - Warm 
Up Instructions

  8-12 + 
college  Class   x  x  x  x  x   x  

16 My Optimistic Vision 
Activity

  8-12 + 
college  Class   x  x  x  x  x   x  

SMART Goal Setting  x   x  
17-18 Paper Airplane Launch & 

Goal Setting
  8-12 + 
college  Class    x   x  x   x  

19-20 Turning Your Goals into 
SMART Goals

  8-12 + 
college  Class    x   x  x   x  

21 SMART Goal Setting 
Example Handout

  8-12 + 
college  Class    x   x  x   x  

22
SMART Goal Setting: 

Bring Your Vision to Life 
Field Challenge

  8-12 + 
college  Class    x   x  x  x  x   x   x 

Active Listening & 
Inquiry

23-25 Active Listening Prompts 
Instructions

  8-12 + 
college  Class    x   x   x    x  

26 Active Listening Prompts   8-12 + 
college  Class    x   x   x    x  

27 Listening Is /Listening Isn’t 
Handout

  8-12 + 
college  Class    x   x  x   x  

28-29 4WH Inquiry Instructions   8-12 + 
college  Class    x   x  x   x  

30 4WH Inquiry Handout   8-12 + 
college  Class    x   x  x   x  

31
Active Listening & Inquiry: 
Community Interview Field 

Challenge
  8-12 + 
college  Class    x   x  x  x   x   x 

Leadership & Civic Engagement Index continued on next page
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LEADERSHIP & CIVIC ENGAGEMENT INDEX 

(continued)

PAGES ACTIVITIES USES 
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Consensus Building 
& Decision Making

32-33 Decision Making 
Styles Instructions

  8-12 + 
college  Class     x    x  x   x  

34 Decision Making 
Graph Handout

  8-12 + 
college  Class     x    x  x   x  

35-36
Intro to Decision 

Making Skit 
Instructions

  8-12 + 
college  Class     x    x  x   x  

37 Autocratic Decision 
Making Skit

  8-12 + 
college  Class     x    x  x   x  

38 Managerial Decision 
Making Skit

  8-12 + 
college  Class     x    x  x   x  

39  Majority Vote 
Decision Making Skit

  8-12 + 
college  Class     x    x  x   x  

40 Consensus Decision 
Making Skit

  8-12 + 
college  Class     x    x  x   x  

41
Consensus Building & 
Decision Making Field 
Challenge Instructions

  8-12 + 
college  Class     x    x  x   x  

42
Consensus Building & 
Decision Making Field 

Challenge
  8-12 + 
college  Class     x    x  x  x   x  

Moral Compass

43-44
Moral Compass Warm-

Up Discussion 
Instructions

  8-12 + 
college  Class     x    x  x   x  

45 Moral Compass 
Values Survey

  8-12 + 
college  Class     x    x  x   x  

46-47
Community Grant 
Making Challenge 

Instructions
  8-12 + 
college  Class     x    x  x  x   x  

48
 Community Grant 
Making Challenge 
Activity Instructions 

  8-12 + 
college  Class     x    x  x  x   x  

49
Community Grant 

Making Challenge - 
The Princess Project 

Activity

  8-12 + 
college  Class     x    x  x  x   x  

50
Community Grant 

Making Challenge - 
The Edible School 

Yard  Activity

  8-12 + 
college  Class     x    x  x  x   x  

51
Community Grant 

Making Challenge -
Jump Start Activity

  8-12 + 
college  Class     x    x  x  x   x  

52
Moral Compass:  

From Values to Action 
Field Challenge

  8-12 + 
college  Class     x    x  x  x   x  
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LEGACY STORYTELLING INDEX

PAGES ACTIVITIES USES 

Le
ve

l
Clas

s/H
om

ew
ork

Grou
p A

ctiv
ity

Yo
uth

 Voic
e

Writi
ng

 & Res
ea

rch

NATIO
NAL S

TA
NDARDS

Tim
e, 

Con
tin

uit
y &

 Cha
ng

e

Ind
ivid

ua
l D

ev
elo

pm
en

t &
 Id

en
tity

Med
ia 

& Jo
urn

alis
m

1 Stories & Legacies Overview

2 Introduction to Storytelling Instructions 6-12 + 
college

 Class + 
HW x x x x x x

3 Storytelling in the Film Activity 6-12 + 
college

 Class + 
HW x x x x x x

4 Storytelling Terms & Brainstorm Activity 6-12 + 
college

 Class + 
HW x x x x x x

5 Storyteller Toolbox Instructions 6-12 + 
college

 Class + 
HW x x x x x x

6 Storyteller Toolbox Handout 6-12 + 
college

 Class + 
HW x x x x x x

7 Historical Context Instructions 6-12 + 
college

 Class + 
HW x x x x x x

8 Historical Context - Pat Brown Timeline 
Handout

6-12 + 
college

 Class + 
HW x x x x x x

9 Historical Context Activity 6-12 + 
college

 Class + 
HW x x x x x x

10 Preparing to Interview Instructions 6-12 + 
college

 Class + 
HW x x x x x x

11-12 12 Interviewing Tips Handout 6-12 + 
college

 Class + 
HW x x x x x x

13 Collecting Stories Instructions 6-12 + 
college

 Class + 
HW x x x x x x

14-16 Sample Interview Questions Handout 6-12 + 
college

 Class + 
HW x x x x x x

17 Present Your Project Instructions 6-12 + 
college

 Class + 
HW x x x x x x

18 Present Your Project Handout 6-12 + 
college

 Class + 
HW x x x x x x

19 What's In A Name? Instructions 6-12 + 
college

 Class + 
HW x x x x x x

20 What's In A Name? Activity 6-12 + 
college

 Class + 
HW x x x x x x

21 Family Portrait Instructions 6-12 + 
college

 Class + 
HW x x x x x x

22 Family Portrait Activity 6-12 + 
college

 Class + 
HW x x x x x x

23 Tracing Your Past Instructions 6-12 + 
college

 Class + 
HW x x x x x x

24 Tracing Your Past Activity 6-12 + 
college

 Class + 
HW x x x x x x

25 Facing Challenges Instructions 6-12 + 
college

 Class + 
HW x x x x x x

26 Facing Challenges Activity 6-12 + 
college

 Class + 
HW x x x x x x

27 Taking Risks Instructions 6-12 + 
college

 Class + 
HW x x x x x x

28 Taking Risks Activity 6-12 + 
college

 Class + 
HW x x x x x x

29 Making Changes Instructions 6-12 + 
college

 Class + 
HW x x x x x x

30 Making Changes Activity 6-12 + 
college

 Class + 
HW x x x x x x

31 Our Stories, Our Legacies Instructions 6-12 + 
college

 Class + 
HW x x x x x x

32 Our Stories, Our Legacies Activity 6-12 + 
college

 Class + 
HW x x x x x x


